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HISTORIC CHURCHES OF
THE UNITED STATES

BY FREDERIC J, HASKIN.

To tell the story of the old churches of
the United States is almost like recount-
ing the history of America itself, so in-
separably are the two linked together.
The early plonesrs to this continent were
missionaries, zealous for the redemption
of the souls of the red men of the newly
woquired territories of new France eor
new Spain, or devout colonists eager to
find freedom to worship God. The first
chapeis, churches, and plain little meet-
ing houses, that were buiit with great
difficulty and often at great personal sac-
rifice, have become valuable milestones on
the great road of history. Kings and
regicides have worshiped in them; Pres-
jdents and slaves have kneit gt the same
altars, prayers for principalities and re-

publics have ascended from the same
congregations; battles have been fought
and won over the gravestones and

through the very doors of the sanctuaries
in border churches, and invading armies
have used the fioors for stables and the
pews for mangers.

A bit of ruined tower on an island in
the Lower James River Is all that is Jeft
of America's first Protestant church,
This corner stone of the world's grealest
nation stands on the spot where John
Smith and the good “Master” Hunt placed

handful
Lincoin

ernment gervice, and presented a
of letters of recommendation,
said: “You had better keep these, They
might, now mind you, I don't say
will; but they might, galn you a mem-
bership at St, John's.” Thus early had
this most aristocratic of all America’s
churches earned its name for exclusive-
ness. It was built in 1816, and though it
has since been remodeled, it still sests
only 700. Before the church was conse-
crated, & committee waited on President
Madison and stated that pew No, 28 had
been set agide for hig use.

Ever since then it has been kn >wn as
the “President’s pew,” and 8t, Joha's has
been known as the "President’s chureh.”
Although all the Chief Executives since its
huilding have not been members of that
faith, most of them have attended it at
some time or other. Memorial windows
have been placed there to Presidents
Madison, Monroe, Van Buren, William
Henry Harrison, John Tyler, and Zachary
Taylor, “who worshipped in this church
while in office.” One of the most notable
gatherings ever held there was in 1897,
at the time of the World's Postal Con-
gress, when the funeral services were held
over the young delegate from Hawaili who
had died during the convention. The
congregation was made up of people of
almost every nationality and race under
the sun. Benjamin Latrobe, the archis

and It has gathered nn&trltl ro)f more
representati re people than any other
house of worship in America,

REBELS TAKE TOWN

American Legation Reports
‘Fall of Trujillo.

NAYVY PROBABLY TOOK PART

The bells of old 8t. Michael's in Charles-
ton, 8. €., have had a widely traveled life
and @ checkered career, It is said this
church was designed by Gibbs, architect
of St. Martin-in-the-Flelds, London, When
it was finished, February 1, 1761, the clock
in the tower and the beiis in the tall stee-
ple had been brought at great expense
from England. In 1782 Maj. Fraille, a
British officer, took the bells away, and
despite the pleadings of the Charleston
people, the English government woald not
restore them. However, they were sold in
England and bought by & man who re-
turped them to St. Michael's. When the
civil war broke out the vestry had the
bells taken from their seaport home and
carried inland to Columbia for safety. In
deing this they had not reckoned on Sher-
man, and when he burned Columbia the
bells were rendered useless, and two of
them were stolen. In 1868 the remaining
tnes were sent again to England to be
recast by the successors of the firm that
had made them, and in 1888 they were re-

Nicaraguan Ships Alse Threaten
Ceiba snd Porto Cortex—State De«
partment Asked for War Veasels to
Protect Ameriean Interests on the
Coast=Tweo Gunhoats Available.

B ——

The State Department has received the
following dispateh from Mr. Brown, in
charge of the American Legation at
Tegucigalpa, the capltal of Honduras:

husg. = “Trujilio in possession of revolutionists,

An old story of St. Michael's telis of a |8nd north coast exposed to attack.”
negro slave who once saved the sacred | 1Ris news, coming from Honduran
sources, is considered conclusive. It was

structure from burning. A bullding was
on fire near by, there was no fire-fighting
paraphernalia that could throw water any
distance, and when a brand was blown
high en the steeple of 8t. Michael's the
people were in distress, for they knew it
meant the destruction of their beloved
church. Then a negro slave sprang from
a cabin near by, mads his way through
the crowd, cliinbed the steeple, and threw
the brand far out in the street. He man-
aged to reach the ground in safety, and
his master set him free as a reward for
his brave act,

reported yesterday that Trujillo was be-
ing attacked from the sea by Nicaraguan
war ships. These evidently co-operated
with revelutionists on land.

Americans Ask for War Ships,

Philip Rider, secretary of the American
Legation to Honduras, has telegraphed
the State Department asking that an
American war ghip be sent to Ceiba, a
port on the north coast of Honduras,
which is threatened with attack from the
sea by the Nicaraguan navil force, which
yvesterday was reported at Trujillo,

No further news has been received at

To-morrow—A continuance of His-
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